Book Review

The Manifold Beauty of Genesis One:
A Multi-Layered Approach

Gregg Davidson and Kenneth J. Turner

SEA ¢ Authors Gregg Davidson (a geologist) and Kenneth J. Turner (a
S T/ 4 P#¥® theologian) partner to demonstrate that Scripture can have many
: M ANIFOLD # layers and all can be true simultaneously. Their basic approach in
it MO [/ic Manifold Beauty of Genesis One: A Multi-Layered Approach
3 BDEAPT Y 2

(Kregel Academic) is that the many layers of Scripture can
complement rather than compete with one another. They counter
Y| the argument that if a book or passage can be true with one
interpretation, it can’t be true using another. Therefore, their
primary thesis is that Genesis 1 contains multiple layers of truth,
1B and that Truth is not dependent on all of the proposed layers being
FMulti-Layered App iR accepted or even that every element within each layer be affirmed.

Explores Divergent Points of View

Rather than debunking interpretations of Genesis 1 with which they disagree, they explore the
strengths of divergent points of view to create a poli-variegated, nuanced understanding of the
chapter, and in the process, the full body of Scripture. They seemed to use Genesis 1 as an
example, a pro forma if you will, by which to approach all of the Old Testament.
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That being said, the substantial redundancy made it easy to get bogged down in the various
arguments. The authors also spent a lot of time in other passages of the Old Testament by way
of example, which made it a challenge to see the clean arguments applied to Genesis 1.

All True, All at the Same Time

The layers they pursue in-depth include song, analogy, polemic, covenant, temple, calendar,
and land. We studied all of these in seminary but applied them to different passages, different
books. Here they suggest that all are found in Genesis 1 and all are true. All at the same time.
And if you happen to disagree with one, that’s OK. Keep looking and you’ll find a layer more
suitable to your design.

A Book for Such a Time as This

The book is deep. Not your average Sunday afternoon read. Those who love to study the deep
nuances of theology will appreciate it. But it is probably a book, and an approach, that many of
us should consider in the current climate of cancel culture. It simply reminds us that not one of
us has a monopoly on Truth. And that’s a good thing.
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