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REVELATION THROUGH OLD 
TESTAMENT EYES 
Tremper Longman III 

Did you ever think about how the original recipients of our New 
Testament books received them? Remember, they didn’t have the 
benefit of libraries full of commentaries and two thousand years of 
perspective. What they did have was a faith seeped in what we 
now call the Old Testament. They had the Tanakh: Torah 
(Instructions), Nebiyim (Prophets), and the Ketuviym (Writings). 
And with that background they received and understood the new 
writings that have become our New Testament. 

Kregel Academic is publishing a series of commentaries called 
“Through Old Testament Eyes.” 

Revelation Through Old Testament Eyes 

Revelation Through Old Testament Eyes by Tremper Longman III 
is the fifth in that series. As a writer and adult education teacher, I find these commentaries 
fascinating and valuable. They have all the usual features of a commentary, but then add a 
number of features that explain the verse or passage from the perspective of a Jewish believer in 
the first century. 
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The verse-by-verse commentary focuses on Old Testament words and concepts. It recognizes the 
apocalyptic genre as figurative and explains metaphors from the Old Testament and the ANE. It 
looks at structure and symbolism from a first-century perspective. It’s light on the use of Greek 
and Hebrew. It cites other commentaries and is well documented with end-of-book endnotes. 
This format makes the book more approachable for lay readers, although I find it frustrating 
since I like to read footnotes along with the text. It unifies the Old and New Testament teachings, 
affirming that they are not two separate stories, but one. 

Many authors and commentators seem to take Revelation as an isolated book unrelated to the 
rest of the bible. This book does the opposite, repeatedly showing how it fits into the grander 
story. I could not determine the eschatology of the author, which I found refreshing. Rather than 
trying to prove his point of view, he simply allowed the text and Scripture to define and explain 
itself.  He recognized allusions to Rome and the Empire without forcing a particular position. He 
identified how the symbolism would have been understood in the first century. He provided tools 
for digging deeper. 

All in all, this book will remain as a staple on my bookshelf. If you are a pastor, teacher, or bible 
study leader, you'll want it on your bookshelf as well.  
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