Book Review

The Parables: Jesus’s Friendly, Subversive
Speech by Douglas D. Webster

Have you ever thought about Jesus taught in parables? I actually
never had. It just seemed to be a gimmick he used to keep people
in the dark. But did he have a deeper reason?

In his book, The Parables: Jesus'’s Friendly, Subversive Speech,
Douglas D Webster offers a plausible explanation. He says that
Jesus had reached a “communicational impasse following the
Sermon on the Mount.” At every turn, serious opposition from the
religious rulers confronted Jesus’s straight forward message. The
cultural and religious elite followed him around, ridiculing him
and challenging his message. It was their mission to bully and
intimidate not only Jesus, but also anyone who showed interest in
his teaching. Even His immediate family reflected “bewildered
embarrassment and a guilty sense of familial responsibility” as
they attempted an intervention.

FRIENDLY
SUBVERSIVE
SPEECH

In the face of growing opposition, Jesus’s communication strategy hit the wall. Straight up
authoritative teaching had become counterproductive, so, He turned to story. Using parables, he
was able to communicate to those who had ears to hear and hide his intent from those who did
not. Webster says, “A combination of hardhearted resistance and popular messianic fervor
triggered the need for parables.”
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With this premise as his foundation, Webster presents fresh insights on 22 parables from
Matthew and Luke. While his observations are often intriguing, I was frustrated with the lack of
a consistent format. In some cases, he does a traditional exegesis of the passage. In other cases,
he seemed to go far adrift before coming back to a shorter exegesis. Despite this shortcoming, |
gained new insights in almost every parable he presented. As one who is studying the Kingdom
from every perspective, this book added thoughtful viewpoints on each parable. It's a welcome
addition to my library.
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