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The Most Misunderstood Women of
the Bible: what Their Stories Teach Us
About Thriving by Mary DeMuth

Mary DeMuth has done it again. In fact, I
believe she’s exceeded her previous work. The
Most Misunderstood Women of the Bible is
captivating. She looks at ten women whose
stories aren’t pretty and don’t always have a
happy ending. Women like Eve, the Blamed
One; Hagar, the Forgotten One; Leah, the
Unlovely One; Rahab, the Prostituted One;
and several others. Women whose stories make
us cringe because some of them hit a little close
to home.

In her exquisite prose, DeMuth begins each
chapter with a fictionalized story of the woman.
We enter her life and time and see some of the
factors that influenced or affected her. Each
story 1s captivating and well-written.

Then she switches gears and goes into a rather

deep biblical exegesis of the story. She looks at the Hebrew and Greek.
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She tells us about the culture and times. She delves deep into the theology,
satisfying even this practical theologian. She then personalizes each chapter with
“How this Applies to Misunderstood You” and concludes with hope in “Iruths
about Fully Understood You.” Finally, there are questions for discussion. I had
such a sense of completion as I read each chapter. I commend this book to anyone
who has been misunderstood or knows a woman who has been. That’s pretty much
all of us. While it’s a book about women and her target audience is women, I would
recommend this book to men and especially to pastors. It will definitely give you
insight into what the women in your world are dealing with.
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