Book Review

Colossians and Philemon: A Commentary for
Biblical Teaching and Preaching (Kerux

Commentaries)
Adam Copenhaver and Jeffrey D. Arthurs

As a busy Bible teacher and trainer, I'm always in the

market for teaching and preaching aids, so I was

pleased to have the opportunity to review the new

Kerux Commentary on Colossians and Philemon by Adam

Copenhaver and Jeffrey D. Arthurs (Kregel

R Academic). I found some things I like a lot and found
Sk comeiianiis et o fow things missing.

COLOSSIANS AND PHILEMON

According to the “Publisher’s Preface to the Series,”
Kerux Commentaries emphasize text-based truths

NN G and bridges from the context of the original hearers
st i i and readers to the twenty-first-century world. Rerux is
from the Greek word meaning “a messenger or herald
who announced the proclamation of a ruler or magistrate.” The books are based
on the now-popular “big-idea” preaching model.

A Commentary for Biblical Preaching and Teaching
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Everything as Expected

The book begins with an “Overview of All Preaching Passages.” It takes bite-sized
pericopes and offers a brief overview of each, including the exegetical idea,
theological focus, preaching idea, and preaching pointers. This summary 1s
repeated as a handy reference at the beginning of each section of the
commentary—a nice touch.

The commentary itself offers all the usual and expected components, including
discussions of authorship, place and date, original readers, historical setting,
occasion for writing, theological themes, literary structure and themes, exposition,
theological focus, and preaching and teaching strategies. These are complete and
well done, including explanations of the Greek where useful. Shaded call-out boxes
offer additional information to add a bit of spice to an otherwise academic
discussion. Additional call-out boxes provide translation analyses for challenging
Greek words or phrases. Discussion questions at the end of each chapter appear to
be designed for small group use. They generally include one or two objective
questions, one or two interpretive questions, and one or two light application
questions.

Room for Improvement

My only criticism of the book is that, as a practical theologian, I look for teaching
and preaching aids that encourage personal application for the audience. Granted,
that’s the role of the preacher or teacher, but that is precisely where many struggle.
They're excellent at applying their academic training to a sermon that ends up
being theologically precise but lacking life. I had hoped that a book designed for
preachers would offer some real-life, present-day, nitty-gritty application and
examples to help those preachers and teachers make every sermon not only
practical but life-changing. The discussion questions are a good start (and more
than most commentaries offer), but in my opinion, fell short of being life-changing.
That may be too much to ask of a commentary.

Overall, this commentary will be a good addition to the library of any serious
preacher or teacher.
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