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Big Greek Idea | Ephesians and John’s 
Letters 
 

As you prep for your bible 
studies or sermons, do you 
ever get stuck on a Greek 
word, phrase, or concept? Do 
you ever wonder what the 
author really meant? Are you 
looking for a special nugget 
that will take your presentation 
from ordinary to memorable? 
I have a lot of commentaries, 
but two of my new favorites 
are in the Kregel Academic Big 

Greek Idea Series: An Exegetical Guide for Teaching and Preaching. I've been honored to 
review two of the three books in the series: Ephesians and John’s Letters (the other is 
Philippians) and I must say, I’m impressed. Like any commentary, there is far more 
information than I'll ever use. But when I’m struggling to translate or interpret a 
passage, these books are just what I'm looking for.  
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What's Inside? 

The authors begin each chapter or pericope with The Big Greek Idea (a short 
summary of the section), Structural Overview, a Clausal Outline, and Syntax 
Explained. The bulk of the book is Syntax Explained, which provides syntax 
information on every word in every verse. Also scattered within the latter section 
you’ll find grammatical, text-critical, lexical, and theological nuggets, each set apart 
in grey text boxes. A separate section on vocabulary looks at the unique words in 
each book. These are large (10” by 7”) hardcover books, so they will make an 
excellent addition to your theological library. 

My only criticism is that they don’t include the transliteration for the Greek. I 
know. Few commentaries do. But my Greek is just rusty enough to wish I had a 
little help. Other than that, these books are welcome additions to my library. 
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